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In commenting on these experiments one should point out that the artifi-
cial respiration experiments wefe carried out with a technic which surely
resulted in alkalosis due to actual hyperventilation. This impression is con-
firmed in the authors' footnote which states that glass electrode determinations
in subsequent experiments indicated that the pH of the brain tissue was shifted
toward the alkaline side. This factor may be important in interpreting the
results of the experiments. G. E. LINDSKOG.
BRUCELLOSIS IN MAN AND ANIMALS. By I. Forest Huddleson
with, as Contributing Authors, A. V. Hardy, J. E. Debono, and
Ward Giltner. The Commonwealth Fund, New York, 1939. pp.
xxi + 331. $3.50.
It is not accident that the Brucella Infections in Animals and Man of
1934 now appears under a title according man priority. Five years have
allowed much to be accomplished in the study of this disease, particularly as
it occurs in man, and while the 82-page text of 1934, valuable as it was, gave
but scant consideration to human infection, its successor of 330 pages deals
extensively with the clinical aspects of the disease and at the same time presents
those laboratory methods of service in diagnosis and study of the infection.
Correspondingly, the 1934 bibliography of 188 references now appears with
378 citations.
The increasing importance of the brucelloses demands that-such informa-
tion as may be available be made accessible; in this text one finds such a
statement as of today. GEO. H. SMITH.
BULLETIN OF THE HEALTH ORGANIZATION, League of Nations,
Geneva, Vol. VIII., Nos. 1-2, 1939, pp. 386, published by Columbia
University Press, New York, $1.30.
The first part of this bulletin, devoted to the annual report of the health
organization, deals with prevention and treatment of malaria, cancer, leprosy,
bilharziasis and rabies, rural hygiene, nutrition, housing, epidemiology and
health statistics and other problems covered by the League of Nations in its
work of international cooperation and in its efforts to raise the standard of
health.
A valuable section of this bulletin contains the framework of a standard
report with health indices so drawn up as to apply equally to rural or urban
areas, or to a whole country. This system of health indices follows a trend
similar to that of the Appraisal Forms developed by the American Public
Health Association, but gives more emphasis to factors of housing and of
social environment.
A comprehensive report of 260 pages deals with the epidemiology, clinical
features and prophylaxis of leptospiroses in man and describes the various120 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
clinical forms of human leptospiroses, symptomatology, diagnosis, complica-
tions, and treatment. An extensive bibliography adds to the value of this
enlightening report. IRA V. HISCOCK.
PNEUMONIA: With Special Reference to Pneumococcus Lobar
Pneumonia. By Roderick Heffron. The Commonwealth Fund,
New York, 1939. pp. xvii + 1023. $4.50.
Supplementing the earlier published The Biology of Pneumococcus by
White, this volume makes available data on every conceivable phase of
pneumococcus lobar pneumonia. It is, of course, an outgrowth of the years
of work carried out in the Massachusetts Pneumonia Study, the experience
there gained being supplemented by an exhaustive critical examination of the
literature (the bibliography presents 1471 titles). From these sources the
author has been able to derive material in quantity sufficient to permit tabula-
tion, and the text is replete with such analyses. The twenty chapters of the
book present for the first time a complete and exhaustive treatment of the
subject; bacteriology, serology, epidemiology, prophylaxis, clinical manifesta-
tions, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment all receive detailed discussion. This
is one of the books for which the term "indispensable" is not misused.
GEO. H. SMITH.
TEXTBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. By H. Zinsser and S. Bayne-
Jones. Appleton-Century Company, New York, 1939. pp. xxviii
+ 990, $8.00.
I have enjoyed this book since its initial publication in 1910; I have
recommended it to generations of students; and I have found it "an ever
present help in time of trouble." The task of reviewing this eighth edition
seemed, at first sight, therefore, an easy one, but it has been exceptionally
difficult; like presenting the intimate bases of a long-standing friendship and
at the same time endeavoring to expose to public gaze such weaknesses as
might be discoverable.
This edition continues to have much of the leisurely philosophic approach
which has delighted us in its predecessors. However tangled the web, the
authors cling to the delicate thread with admirable persistence. Conservative
judgment prevails and where the evidence is insufficient for conclusions it is
so stated. The general organization is improved, and a somewhat smaller
but excellent type makes possible a more compact book. Well-selected bibli-
ographies stimulate and lead forward those seeking further knowledge.
Many sections have been admirably rewritten and minor changes made
through much of the book; notable are additions to the chapters on Rickettsiae
and the Filterable Viruses. I regret exceedingly the deletion of the section
on pathogenic protozoa. With such widely differing parasites as Viruses,